
Newbourne Wood – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
Newbourne Wood became the Trust’s property in 1970 by the gift of Mr. & Mrs. Tangye.  In the Redditch 
district, the reserve is in the village of Rowney Green at SP 045 716.  
 
The reserve is a 4.5 hectare of plantation and mixed secondary woodland on the summit and the western 
slopes of Newbourne Hill.  Rowney Green village abuts the southeast boundary adjacent to private housing 
and a public playing field.  The northwest boundary of the reserve abuts improved pasture and arable 
farmland.  The wood is a prominent feature in the landscape when viewed from the north and west. 
 

The site, part farmland and part filled quarry was planted with conifers in 1958-59.  Since 1970 under the 

Trust’s ownership, the woodland has been selectively thinned.  Over time, through naturalisation and planting, 

deciduous trees have developed to form a component of the woodland.  Old boundary hedgerows contain 

sizable oak and ash trees.  Wildlife is typical of such a site and includes great spotted woodpecker, nuthatch, 

jay, blackbird and robin, and ringlet and speckled wood butterflies.  The ground flora and scrub is patchy, 

although there are diverse areas near the old boundaries, with bluebell cowslip, Lords and Ladies, bramble and 

cow parsley.  There is evidence of squirrel and deer damage in the past.   

 

The reserve lies within Natural England’s Arden national character area. 
 
Within a village location public access is welcomed.  A vehicle track leads to the wood main entrance at the 
south east from the public road.  A public footpath passes from Rowney Green lane along the access track and 
along the edge of the woodland heading in a northwest direction.  The woodland contains a permissive circular 
nature trail. 
 
Management Aims 
The overall vision of the woodland management is to create structurally and spatially diverse native 
broadleaved woodland with open ride areas and a small woodland pool.  This will be achieved by a felling and 
planting system across the reserve, returning the site to native tree cover and thus encourage native wildlife 
species to live and breed in the reserve. This work will be carried out in three phases at 7 year intervals.  
Adopting a phased approach will allow scrub and new trees to develop before the clearance of the next third 
of the woodland.  In 2014 one third of the mature conifer plantation was felled and the area planted, by the 
local community, with deciduous trees.  It is anticipated that this clearance and planting will be repeated in 
future years.    

 
In the long term it is hoped a regular volunteer group will work on the site. 
 
Rationale 
By 2014 the first area of conifers was ready for harvesting, a one third section of conifer plantation was clear 
felled and more than 1600 deciduous trees were planted by volunteers from Rowney Green.  Over the next 
two decades the two other areas of conifer plantation will be felled and replanted, providing the opportunity 
to transform the site into deciduous woodland.  Nearby Peck Wood, which contains a diverse semi-ancient 
woodland gives a flavour of what may be possible in time.  To compensate for climate change and the 
influences of species such as deer and squirrel a range of species has been planted.  The development of the 
woodland will require monitoring and intervention will be needed at times to ensure trees are healthy. 
 
 
 
 



Summary of Management 
 

 Monitoring of planted trees, flora, squirrel and deer damage and changing dynamics since first phase 
of harvesting and planting 

 Clear felling – anticipated in 2021 and 2028. 

 Tree planting and maintenance of both newly planted trees and established trees. 

 Path maintenance – opening up sections alongside pathways by coppicing. 

 Control pernicious weeds such as Japanese knotweed. 

 Maintain infrastructure e.g. signs, boundary fencing and gateways. 

 Promote woodland conservation to the community at Rowney Green. 

 Promote volunteering to help maintain the reserve. 

 
 
 


